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BOOK IT: Rooms lead in at £360. 

CARPEDIEMSANTORINI.COM 
Emma Winton 

RITZ-CARLTCTN KOhl 5AMUI 
Thailand 

Why have a check-in desk when you can have an 'arrival pavilion', and one with 
sweeping views over the Gulf of Thailand, no less? That was the first clue this new 
YTL Hotels-owned property is no ordinary five-star resort. This hotel bursts with 
Thai flavour, hosting street food-style dining each week at Baan Talat, Thai cooking 
classes at main restaurant Shook! and, my personal favourite, a feisty introduction to 
Muay Thai. Make time for a coconut scrub - Koh Samui is the 'coconut island', after 
all - and Songkran shower in the spa, or swim at the resort's artificial reef, home to 
more than 1,000 colourful fish. Its 175 villas and suites are impeccably finished, with 
plenty of space even in the lead-in suites, stylish marble bathrooms and spacious 
balcony. Though the highlight of my Ocean View Pool Villa was the private infinity 
pool overlooking the palm tree-lined coast. Nothing could beat that view. 

BOOK IT: An Ocean View Pool Villa starts at £882per night including breakfast. 

RITZCARLTON.COM 
Katie McGonagle 

CARRE DIEM EXCLUSIVE BOUTIQUE RESORT 
Santorini, Greece 

Nestled in Santorini's highest village Pyrgos, Carpe Diem is an adult-only hotel, 
perfect for couples wanting a relaxing and intimate escape. The property is made up 
of 10 suites, all boasting a private terrace with plunge pool and sweeping panoramic 
views. The interiors are modern, light and extremely spacious. All differ slightly, but 
mine had a spacious bathroom with a large bath, a walk-in wardrobe and a mobile 
phone that offers unlimited data and free calls worldwide. The Althea spa is small 
but perfect for couples and includes a Yin Yang Jacuzzi, sauna and steam room, 
plus range of treatments and massages. The 270° restaurant serves pool-side 
dishes all day. Lunch is delicious Greek meze, and after dark it's Mediterranean fine 
dining with specialities including seafood kritharoto and beef fillet. Afterwards, 
sip a cocktail while watching the spectacular sunsets over the volcanic caldera. 
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